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"DEAR EDITOR: I am 8 years old.
"Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus.
"Papa says, 'If you see it in THE SUN it's so.'
"Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?
"VIRGINIA O'HANLON.
"115 WEST NINETY-FIFTH STREET."
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VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not
believe except [what] they see. They think that nothing
can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds.
All minds, Virginia, whether they be men's or children's,
are little. In this great universe of ours man is a mere
insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the
boundless world about him, as measured by the
intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and
knowledge.

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give to your life its
highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the
world if there were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary
as if there were no VIRGINIAS. There would be no
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make
tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment,
except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which
childhood fills the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not
believe in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch
Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove? Nobody sees
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the world are those that
neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies
dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that's no proof
that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine
all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the
world.

You may tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes
the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man, nor even the united
strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can
push aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA,
in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives
forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay, ten
times ten thousand years from now, he will continue to
make glad the heart of childhood.

J7=Y =T ZNBRELDHENEEHN>TWEL E-0. T
THRVEDPBETET REZUDB RV ELENBR VWAL
R ATDOYBILEIH, 2BELB-THALSS . THA,

PP=I_TF RAATHLFELTH,. 28 b2 5bIFLeR
Wo ZDIEWFEEHTIX AR TN RINIREDRAE I1ZL
LIZIZ. COHRDIFADIHLOZY L b SRV L AL
LELBOIBI TR FLEFELERAL,

EidR Y7 =7 . 970 -RIIVBALE. FrHBn
RYEHWEEDLYEIDBERALH B LS5 Y970 —-XbbR
AEWSL. EHH970—-2% 15 ICHEEEH-ATNS,
HLH 970 —ZAHBWRH 55, 3DTTIA LWV D FI(C
BoTLES T7—V =T HEVWEFHZOHIZWERLRELS
W.BDNTIKIALWIERAE Y970 -V h -1 -
5. BIBALFELNORHL FNRELLCH AZTFE-TRIR
H. 2K L->TLE I AAR AR RE>TEBHLERRS
250 HREEIKLTIMNBFLH-bDKHELEA TR
2TLESESS,

H970—R%ELRVAESES FEEHVWERW-TWIA
23540, 51567 DAT . 2VARRAT DA, EEY
WHIEELEIC, AR RESET. H970—-ADKSH90 5D
OO TISA Y9 70—2AR K>z LTH [HICHD,
HoRW EoTH U970 —-RIEREARATWEWL Y Y
70—=ZHBF VRV TWIERB B WVAEN S, KBR LI, 2
NHREADPNR VST FEENR-SIETHATWEEZS,
ENDREA>TVWENR? $B3AVVEVWLRA, TH, W
STHRBLBW HRTENDLREZEDRW . RE2ENTEL
WRBERBIY->T . AHOLZB I, EFRICHbhI SR VAL,

HBOHSIAS5->TELLER . hEHIITNIE,. ENFNEFELSLTS
ST D1 2L, TH, TBRBELHRICIK. LARBVAT
HLEARBOVALRRICE>THN>TH. ILHITEZLDTE
BWA=—TOHEVWRLEDVHEIALE BRI R SE FEE
LES, BFYN AETFEICRILEIN . ZFOHA—F2HITS
S TETCHDTICENVTHSIVWHAE R Y, W
EYVTBZUNTESAL . SZLRRVWHAHST? JY7—Y =7
INEFIZEAS WO TH EITHIFALID I EHST,

H97a0—-A W R\W-T? H2970—-XIVws,. ZLT
KIBICWSE, ZNHS5 I000FEZE->TWVWSE, TP—I =7 f{AF
E.WRHEFTAEL->TH Y970 -RFT->. FriHb
DBE DO HLIETNBZLBR &L,

Feliz Navida y Feliz Afio Nuevo!
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